2009-2010 Student Government Operational Fund Priorities and Guidelines 

In order for the BRC to continue in the budget review and allocation process, several priorities were established in addition to the current Bylaws and financial guidelines to ensure the efficiency, as well as the accuracy of the deliberations process.

I.  Budget Review Committee Priorities

Priorities will be given in operational fund allocations to commissions and offices that:

· Provide programming and academic opportunities that supplement the general curriculum of the university, thus enhancing and enriching the educational experience of the campus community.

· Support the academic success, retention, and recruitment and involvement of undergraduate students, staff, faculty, and administrators.

· Provide avenues for undergraduates to serve and assist the community in addressing societal problems.

· Co-sponsor or program collaboratively with other student organizations.

· Provide programming that is open to and encourages participation with the campus community.

· Demonstrates need for funding with justification that is well rationalized, articulated, and documented with narratives and estimates. 

Each office or commission will be evaluated based on their ability to meet each of the aforementioned priorities, which will be rated on a 1-5 scale.

II. Budget Review Committee Guidelines

The following caps and guidelines for the total allocation of operational funding for a particular office were established:

1.  A maximum of $3360.00 for the total operational fund allocation.

2.  The BRC reserves the right to issue an operational fund allocation that is lower than the minimum cap (if a minimum cap is established) if an inordinate number of eligible groups apply for operational funding, which would lead to an inability of the BRC to fairly allocate funds to all eligible groups.

The following caps and guidelines for individual line items for a particular office were established:

1.  Assistance

Allocation of operational funding for the assistance line item shall be limited to no more than $2000.00 per office.

2.  Supplies

Allocation of operational funding for the supplies line item shall be limited to no more than $344.00 per office.
3.  Graphics

Allocation of operational funding for the graphics line item shall be limited to no more than $450.00 per office.

4.  Advertising (Daily Bruin/bi-quarterly)

Allocation of operational funding for the advertising line item shall not exceed the amount of a 1/3 page Daily Bruin Advertisement (currently a 1/3 page advertisement in the Daily Bruin costs $316.00).

5.  Retreats

Allocation of operational funding for the retreats line item shall be limited to $250.00.  Each office shall only be allowed to receive one retreat for the academic year.

6. Requests for computer equipment, services/subscriptions, maintenance/service contract, newsmagazines, Daily Bruin resolutions, newsletters, outside advertising, parking, and hospitality will not be honored.   

7. Exceptions will be given to the above line items that are an inherent part of the commission or office and are essential to the existence of the organization.

8. The BRC will honor section (6)(b) of Article VI.C.4.b. of the USAC Bylaws unless the amount requested by a particular office for each line item would lead to an inordinate allocation for the total operational budget, which would lead to an inability of the BRC to fairly allocate funds to all eligible groups.

